
Most weddings, if not all, use beautiful fresh 
fl owers as an accessory for the big day. Whether 
a single stem, a posy, a bouquet or a cascade, 
bridal fl owers are essential to complete the look 
every bride dreams about. A lot of thought must 
go into wedding day 
fl owers as there 
are a plethora of 
decisions to be made 
when decorating the 
venues as well as 
for the bridal party 
and family members 
themselves.

DECISIONS, DECISIONS, DECISION…
The process that goes into fi nding the right fl owers for the bridal couple should not be taken 
lightly. The fi rst and biggest decision a bride should make regarding fl owers is exactly what 
fl owers she wants as she walks down the aisle in addition to the overall design. This should 
be decided after a wedding dress is chosen. The style of the dress will infl uence the fl ower 
choice and type of arrangement that will accompany the bride. The physical build of the 
bride and her attendants is also an aspect to think about as 
everything should be in proportion. Wedding colours, budget, 
weather and the season should all be taken into consideration. 
Talk to your fl orist about the durability and availability of the 
fl owers you wish to have for your wedding. You will also want 
to discuss foliage, and how the fl owers will be constructed for 
you to carry them. Something often overlooked in deciding 
wedding day fl owers are fragrance and allergies. Be aware of 
fl owers that may set off hayfever with strong scents or a lot of 
pollen as a sneezing bridal party will ruin many photographs. 
When all these elements have been decided, the bridesmaids’ 
arrangements can be determined. Whether they have smaller 
bouquets, fewer colours in the fl oral collection or are wrapped 
with a different coloured ribbon – ensure that the bridal 
bouquet stands out in some way. 

ADDING FLOWERS TO ACCENTUATE YOUR 
LOOK
Floral hair decorations are also something to think 
about. Flowers can really dress up the bride and/or the 
bridesmaids. If the bride is not wearing a veil, fl owers to 
adorn the hair are the perfect addition. The hairstyles will 
need to be decided before a decision on fl owers can be made 
– if hair is to be worn up fl owers can be tucked in and the 
suitable fl ower size chosen to suit. With short or fl owing hair 
or a half and half hairstyle, more thought will have to go into 
the choice, but to ensure the perfect fl oral style, it is best to 
talk to both your hairstylist and fl orist.

Wedding Flowers
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FLOWERS FOR THE FLOWERGIRL
When it comes to the fl owergirl her fl oral accessories are 
similar to the bridesmaids’. Some churches and chapels 
won’t allow petals to be strewn inside, so having the 
fl owergirl carry a small bouquet or a basket of fl owers 
down the aisle is another alternative. Young children 
tend to fi dget and play with their hair, so a garland of 
fl owers pinned to her head, rather than tucked into 
a style that may be pulled out, is also an idea worth 
considering.

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH YOUR FLORAL SIDE
The next decision will be the boutonnieres (buttonholes). 
Men aren’t necessarily as appreciative of the delicate nature 
of fl owers so pick a signature fl ower that will endure the 
entire event. You won’t want photographs spoilt with pollen 
staining the groom’s tuxedo or wilted petals gracing the 
father-of-the-bride or groomsmen’s collars. Florists are 
experts in constructing buttonholes that will remain attractive 
throughout!

STYLE AND VERSATILITY 
FOR MUM
A corsage for the mother-of-the-bride is the next decision. Ensure 
she knows the wedding colour scheme before she organises her 
outfi t for the wedding day. The mother-of-the-bride’s corsage is the 
most versatile fl oral accessory. It can be a wrist corsage, be pinned 
to the upper bodice or be attached to a handbag.

MAKING FLOWERS WORK WITH YOUR CEREMONY 
VENUE
When the bridal party and family’s fl owers are chosen the next step 
is to decide on the fl owers for the venues. If it is a church or chapel 
wedding, the venue’s administration offi ce may have fi nal say on the 
fl owers. It is best to discuss this when making the booking for the 
ceremony. If there are other weddings to be held at the same venue 
on the same day a combination of your theme 
colours and the other brides’ colours may 
be what decorates the place, so be prepared 
to compromise in this instance. When in a 
religious environment, simplicity with style 
is the best option. Personalise it as best you 
can, perhaps using natives if a favourite, or 
a combination of the bride and groom’s birth 

fl owers, keeping the colour theme in mind. Proportion the size of the 
backdrop fl owers with the size of the venue. If you have it in a large 
church, large arrangements of fl owers should adorn either side of 
the aisle. In most cases the fl owers will fi nd themselves in the video 
footage and in photographs so you will want them to suit the occasion 
in every way.
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Outdoor weddings also need fl owers to dress up the event. Even though botanical gardens 
are fi lled with beautiful fl owers and plants, adding your own personal touch really makes the 
wedding venue your creation. A canopy of fl owers over the bride and groom is a spectacular 
sight but may not work within the budget. Flowers decorating the walkway on either side 
of the aisle towards the outdoor altar is an effective way to dress up a garden wedding, tall 
stands with vases of fl owers or fl oor candelabras interlaced with fl owers on either side of the 
bridal couple accentuating the wedding atmosphere. 

Simplicity is the key to beach weddings. With the possibility for strong breezes by the water, 
be careful when opting for fragile fl owers. Petals decorating the sandy beach is an idea and 
the breezes making the petals dance around add to the atmosphere. Flowers dressing up 
the hair is an ideal approach for a beach wedding. Fitting in with the outdoors theme, it also 
disposes of the possibility of the veil whipping around the bride’s face in the wind.

A CREATIVE RECEPTION
The wedding reception is where 
your fl air for creativity can truly 
be expressed. Again budget 
comes into consideration, but 
centrepieces using fl owers can 
easily be coordinated to accommodate all receptions.

Let your imagination run away with you when creating centrepiece ideas. The colour scheme, 
wedding theme, fl oral trends and possible non-fl oral additions should be explored. Some 
ideas are:
● A basket of fl owers
● An arrangement of fl owers and feathers
● Fruit such as kumquats or bright green 

granny smith apples at the base of 
vases with matching coloured fl owers 
on top

● Ribbon decorating the base of a vase or 
pot, hiding the stems

● Small fl ower pots: Ceramic pots with 
fl owering bulbs such as Daffodils, 
Tulips or Phaeleonopsis Orchids are an 
attractive look

● Different sized vases on a table creating a view of changing levels
● Candles: Floating candles and fl owers in a water-fi lled centrepiece, a fl oral centrepiece 

with tapered candles emerging from the arrangement, votive or tea-light candles in 
candleholders with fl ower petals strewn around the table, Zen style tray containing votive 
candles (in glass candle holders) and fl owers in fl oral foam, the petals an umbrella over 
the foam.

DELICIOUSLY ATTRACTIVE FLOWERS
Last, but not least, is the wedding cake. It is a lovely touch to have fresh 
fl owers decorating the cake. Coordinate the coloured icing and/or the 
decorative icing fl owers with your colour scheme, and accent the cake with 
fresh fl owers garnishing the base, decorating in between the layers and 
topping it off. Take care to ensure no toxic plants are included in this case. 
(To distinguish which fl owers would be safe to place on the cake, refer to 
the edible and non-edible fl owers section).
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PLANNING AHEAD
Make sure you have a colour swatch or a sample of your 
wedding dress and bridesmaids dress material with you 
when visiting your fl orist. Clashing tomato red with ruby 
red could be disastrous! Above all we suggest that you plan 
your wedding day fl owers well in advance with your fl orist. 
After all, you want to enjoy this special day and have the 
confi dence that your fl owers will be beautiful and long-
lasting.

To locate your nearest fl orist refer to the fl orist guide in the 
toolbar above. For information about specifi c fl owers refer 
to the A-Z of fl owers. With a brief description of each fl ower, 
it is the ideal guide to help you select the right fl owers for 
your big day.

Think about photo locations.

Prepare a colour swatch of 
dress material to help your 

fl orist choose the right coloured 
fl owers to match.

Ensure the venue allows the throwing of rose petals.
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Your Australian guide to fresh 

cut fl owers, foliage 
and potted colour


